Filaria Worm

There are several different species of parasitic roundworms that
become a problem when ingested, but worms that burrow into your
skin are a rarer breed. These include a few types of the tiny,
thread-like filarial worm, which can infect the body cavities,
lymph system, eyes, or the fat layer just under your skin's surface.
The latter two types cause an infectious disease called
subcutaneous filariasis

You can catch subcutaneous filariasis if you are bitten by a
mosquito or fly infected with larvae. The filarial worm completes
its entire life cycle in its human host. Once the larvae are injected
by an infected bug, they grow into adult worms and reproduce,
creating microfilariae. These juvenile worms' location just under
the skin makes them ripe for being ingested by feeding mosquitoes
and the cycle begins anew. People infected with filarial worms
may have them for years, and adult worms can live for more than a
decade.

Elephantitis is the result of these long, threadlike worms blocking
the body's lymphatic system—a network of channels, lymph
nodes, and organs that helps maintain proper fluid levels in the
body by draining lymph from tissues into the bloodstream. This
blockage causes fluids to collect in the tissues, which can lead to
great swelling, called "lymphedema.” Limbs can swell so
enormously that they resemble an elephant's foreleg in size,
texture, and color. This is the severely disfiguring and disabling
condition of elephantiasis.
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